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A Comparison of the French Regulation School and the American
School of Accumulated Social Structure

DAVID Kotz TIAN Fang-meng MENG Jie
Abstract: In the late 1960s and early 1970s the advanced countries in the west fell into a serious economic
stagnation which made the mainline economists helpless. It is in this context that some left — wing economists
starting from the concept and scope of Marxism aims to study the new theoretical framework provided by the
long — term capital accumulation and the French regulation school and American School of Social Structure be—
come the representatives of this paradigm revolution in economics. Based on this this paper from the per—
spective of basic principle and the analysis of historical system makes a comparison of the two schools. The
paper first of all studies their similarities on theoretical basis and then makes a comparison of their theoreti—
cal differences. Then on the basis of the comparison of the two schools in their analysis and research of the
labour process of capitalist in the 19" century makes a further study of the analysis of the evolution of capital—
ist in the post — war period and makes a summary of the two schools as a whole.

Key words: regulation school; school of accumulated social structure; capital accumulation system



